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Peach was so keen on design that he was a founder of the Design Industries Association which
was established in 1915 out of a Design Club which started in 1908. He knew more about
German design and Germany itself than any other founder member of the DIA and spoke the
language well. He was familiar with the work of German furniture designers through his Dryad
company. Peach was highly involved in the organisation of the DIA and set up and ran many
exhibitions. His interest in print design and quality led him to be a monitor of advertising
standards. A suggestion that the frontage of London Road station and the bridge parapets be
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paign led to a swelling of public pride which in turn led to the foundation
of Leicester Q ety although the organisation subsequently folded to start up again in its
present form i .
countryside decryinggg roadside advertising (which also occurred alongside railways,

remember the two men cartyj ladder) especially on village shops and petrol stations/garages.
He was instrumental in arg
Preservation Society. No
member of the CPRE stated ement that would spring from the conference might well
be known as the Leicester Movemen™® s8gng were the convictions of Peach and his local

supporters. Typically Peach noted i 1929 e existence of indiscriminate development

[farmhouses] at Stonehenge, our oldest granglest national monument’.
So what an unknown (well at least to many, |g#fould thinkz body of influential men existed in

Leicester in the late 1800s and the first 30 years of the Zamggentury. Leicester should be proud of
these thinking activists who have had such an influenffe on Oar environment locally and

nationally and were in at the beginning of some of o edaprotection’ organisations.
Information in this article was obtained, with thanks, from on Harry Peach by Pat

Kirkham published in 1986.

_I hope to write a further article in a future issue on the houses in wifch Narfy Mardy Peach lived
" %olin Towell
PS: there is a further Titanic local connection mentioned in the report on our tggfle Manor

House in Newton Harcourt in June 2014. 0
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